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It is just as natural that a growing population should be increasingly self-supporting as^ it is that a locomotive or steamship should be increasingly able to haul more coal than it burns. Hut if we should design our locomotives for the much more spectacular purpose of maintaining a pyrotechnic display of sparks by night and a salvo of steam-fountains by day, rather than for coal-hauling, we might easily find that they could not haul coal enough even to supply their own consumption. The more such locomotives we built the poorer we should be.
Yet our present method of constructing economic systems— or rather, of tolerating unchanged those which we have inherited from an ignorant past—is quite as this. The real and sole reason for the existence of an economic system at all—the transfer of food from the soil to the mouth—lias been almost totally forgotten. All now centers upon considerations of immediate profit from intermediate exchange, multiplied for the purpose. Our economic system operates primarily for the purposes of profitable antagonism, empty display and concealed gains—with huge incidental waste. The consumer is supposed to have all proper control over those activities, which his money alone hires into being, when, at the bargain-counter, he chooses between two or more parallel lines of those activities; which lines are generally as like as two peas. The fact that he alone pays all the bills, for raw material, labor, superintendence, finance, dividends, profits, and finally the cost of persuading himself to buy what he actively desires or urgently needs, and that therefore his right to control goes as far as does his dollar, lias been quite forgotten.
Instead, intermediate means are confused, as guides in organization, with these sole ends—the sustenance and profit of the consumer. The costly strife for private profit at intermediate points, the purposeless paying of dividends for the purpose of enticing into reinvestment a remnant of those same dividends, under the guise of timid, though very "willin'" capital, and for the support of a pyrotechnic spectacle of luxury which forms no essential part of production and distribution, has overshadowed the sustenance of the real life of the community as the sole object of all husiness. Incidentally thereto has arisen, with the increasing complexity of invention and the arts, a rapidly increasing intricacy antl intensity of confusion between all industrial organizations, which no business-man would tolerate for a momenthe most remote   abysses  ofIT years had elapsed, that all of the original radiation from our sun would have ceased its continuous existence, and been either reflectedow, as well as to Mr. Burgess:
